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I. The pastoral task (Ephesians 4:11-13)
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and 
in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ.

II. What it looks like in action (Matthew 9:35-10:15)
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.”

Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every 
disease and sickness.

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; 
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any 
town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out 
demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

“Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— no bag for the journey or extra shirt 
or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. Whatever town or village you enter, search there for 
some worthy person and stay at their house until you leave. As you enter the home, give it your greeting. If 
the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not 
welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. Truly I tell 
you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

III. What does Jesus do to invest and duplicate himself in his disciples?

 



IV. Who are you investing in this year? What are the top three things you can do to invest in them?

V. What might you pray in relation to this?


