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Description 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians is written to a group of Christians who desperately needed en-
couragement and strength. They had become followers of Jesus through the ministry of Paul, 
but now found themselves in a hostile world. Paul was in prison, divisions were erupting in the 
church and pressure was bring applied by outside groups. As a result they were losing confi-
dence, hope and joy. This picture is not far off from what many Christians are experiencing to-
day, so Paul has a word for us too; Rejoice! This little letter explodes with the how and why the 
church can rejoice in the midst of difficult times. 

Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this week participants should:
• Have a greater understanding of Paul’s theology which should equip them to rejoice in all cir-

cumstances
• Recognize the vital element of church unity for the promotion of the gospel
• Have a better grasp on what the church is (nature) and what the church is called to do (voca-

tion) which should change the way we view and enact church
• Be overwhelmed by the free gift nature of the gospel of Jesus Christ

Schedule 

Participants 
This class is operated on a drop in, drop out basis. Participants are not required to come to 
every class, simply as they desire or are able to. It would be helpful if participants brought a 
bible or a copy of the letter in order to follow along with the discussion. Finally, for those who 
want to go deeper and get more out of this course, it is recommended that they:

WEEKDAY TEXT TOPIC/FOCUS
Monday
July 10, 2017 Philippians 1:12-30 What’s Your Story?

Crucifixion
Tuesday
July 11, 2017 Philippians 2:1-11 Which Way You Headin’?

Incarnation
Wednesday
July 12, 2017 Philippians 2:12-18 What’s in the Bucket?

Image of God
Thursday
July 13, 2017 Philippians 3:1-11 Caught Empty Handed

Free Gift of Grace
Friday
July 14, 2017 Philippians 3:12-4:1 Identification Check

Exiles



• Read through the letter in one sitting once per day. Reading out loud rather than silently would 
also be a benefit in this area. This will give an increased familiarity with the letter and will help 
to capture the whole.

• Label the paragraphs. Following the schedule above, participants can label each paragraph 
as they appear in their bible. Labels should be concise (not a description or a summary of the 
paragraph) and specific (should describe only this paragraph and no other, i.e. not general). 
This can be done on your own or it can be handed to the facilitator to receive feedback.

• Read the letter in several versions. This will benefit because translating is always subjective. 
Different translations will bring out different words which translate the original Greek. By identi-
fying the difference, participants will have a fuller appreciation for the range of meanings of the 
original language.

• Read a book or commentary on the letter.

Biography 
Rev. David Schuchardt is the lead pastor at Northview Community Church (FMCiC) in Regina, 
SK. He holds a Bachelors of Religious Education in Pastoral Ministry and a Masters of Divinity 
in Pastoral Ministry with a double minor in Biblical Studies and Biblical Languages, both from 
Tyndale University College and Seminary in Toronto, ON. David enjoys teaching Scripture, the-
ology, history, ministry and leadership in a variety of settings.

At the heart of David’s ministry is an attempt to bring together the logic of the gospel, the calling 
of the church with the mission of God for the world. This means we, the church, continue to 
wrestle with the nature of the gospel itself, the crucial role of the church and the heart of God for 
the world; in short: community, discipleship and mission.


