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I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to 
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all 
people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7 And for this purpose I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful 
teacher of the Gentiles.

8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing. 
9 I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning themselves, 
not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, 
appropriate for women who profess to worship God. (1 Timothy 2:1-10)

Being a leader for Jesus today doesn’t only mean being positive about Jesus. It also means 
bring focused on his purposes for everyone. That means at every step of the way, we have to 
‘keep it real’. We need to pay attention to some areas.

Background: Early church hated by everyone; not Jews, not Gentiles, and politically dangerous

1. Be Inclusive (vs. 1-6)
• Jesus doesn’t like cliques
• Mother vs. Step-mother — Cinderella
• What will people think if you talk about Jesus but you treat some people poorly? You can 

change the game - pebble in the pond
• To go deeper: Read Ephesians 2:11-22. What happened to all the divisions?

2. Be Active (vs. 1)
• Leadership is active - that means leading takes work (not passive)
• Proactive like studying for a test
• Prayer for others, prayers for self, prayers generally, prayers of thanksgiving
• When we pray for things and others we are changed — we really care about them!
• To go deeper: Read Acts 10:9-23. How is Peter’s attitude changed through prayer?

3. Be Aware (vs. 8-10)
• People are looking for us to mess up - then they can ignore us
• e.g. grade school principal
• How we speak, act and dress impacts our influence — living above reproach
• To go deeper: Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10. Why doesn’t Paul need to say anything about 

the Thessalonians’s faith?

How will you behave? Will you exclude and focus on yourself? Or, will you care about others?  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Small Group Questions

1. What do you mean when you say ‘keep it real’? Is there a movie clip, music video, part of a 
book, etc. that illustrates what you mean?

2. Have you ever felt disliked or judged because of your faith? Share with your group what 
happened and how it felt.

3. Have you ever been excluded or excluded someone else? What was the reason for the 
exclusion? Is there someone or a type of person you’d rather not get to know?

4. If you were going to start praying for people tomorrow, who would you pray for? Paul says to 
make petition, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving. What kind of prayer would you use 
for who?

5. Jesus says to his disciples, "I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you” (Matt. 5:44). Have you ever prayed for someone who you disliked or they disliked you? 
Did it make a difference? If so, how?

6. Sometimes things make us angry. Is it okay to get angry? How should we act when we do? 
Why would Paul make a point for us to avoid anger and disputes?

7. Paul talks about how we should dress and he uses examples from his day which would be 
‘inappropriate’. What sort of dressing habits happen today which might be inappropriate? 
Think about both male and female. Why would dressing inappropriately be a problem for 
you as a leader?


