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3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 
certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote themselves to myths and 
endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing 
God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from these and have 
turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what 
they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.

8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that the law is made not 
for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and 
irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, 
for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever 
else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the 
blessed God, which he entrusted to me. (1 Timothy 1:3-11)

Jesus has called and empowered us to be leaders today! One thing that can take us off 
track is the ‘drama’ the world throws at us. So, we have to be on our guard, stay focused on 
Jesus and avoid the drama.

Background: Paul an Apostle to Gentiles, New churches a lot of drama, Timothy a young leader

1. Be Strong (vs. 3-5)
• Leadership is influence
• “Be a pebble in the pond”
• You always make a difference — the question is how?
• To go deeper: Read Matthew 5:13-16. What does Jesus mean that we are salt and light?

2. Be Careful (vs. 6-7)
• Drama is a whirl wind, it ’pops up’ unexpectedly and always tries to pull us in
• Emergency procedures to stay safe
• You can’t avoid situations that suddenly appear — when you see it what do you do?
• To go deeper: Read Galatians 2:11-14. Why does Paul get so upset with Peter (Cephas)?

3. Be Good (vs. 8-11)
• It ain’t all good!
• “Danger! Keep Out!”
• Somethings are okay, some are off limits — which is which?
• To go deeper: Read Genesis 39:1-20. Why is it good that Joseph flees from Potiphar’s 

wife?

Who are you going to be? A leader for Jesus who will stand strong? Or, someone who gets 
caught up in all the same old drama year after year?  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Small Group Questions

1. What do you mean when you say ‘drama’? Is there a movie clip, music video, part of a book, 
etc. that illustrates what you mean?

2. Where are you called to be a leader for Jesus? and to whom?

3. Did you experience any ‘drama’ among your group of friends this year? If not, can you think 
of a time when you did? Tell your group about your experience.

4. Have you ever been a good or bad influence on a person or group? Which is it better to be? 
Why? How can your words and/or behaviours positively influence others?

5. Have you ever been sucked in by the ‘drama whirl wind’? Or, have you managed to avoid it? 
What happened? How did you avoid it?

6. How can you practice being friends but keep enough distance so you’re not too close and 
can avoid getting sucked in? Should you?

7. What temptations are around you that just wouldn’t be helpful for you to practice? How can 
you avoid them? Is it risky? i.e. would you lose friends?

8. Is there anything you’re not sure is okay (good) or not? How can/will you decided?


