
Respect
Be Respectful

Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger 
men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute 
purity.

17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially 
those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while 
it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 19 Do not entertain an 
accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders 
who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 21 I 
charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions 
without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism. (1 Timothy 5:1-2, 17-21)

Being a leader for Jesus today is about relationship. Not only do we need people to respect 
us, we also need to give respect to others. “To get respect, we have to give respect.”

Background: The early church lived and depended on each other in ways that we don’t today, 
so how they interacted was very important

1. Respect Seniors and Juniors (vs. 1)
• We can have attitudes about older (irrelevant) and younger (not worthwhile) people
• Take care not to embarrass or put down, i.e. Coke commercial hey brother
• We always want to build people up, not tear them down
• To go deeper: Read 1 Samuel 24:1-15. Why doesn’t David take his opportunity?

2. Respect the Opposite Sex (vs. 2)
• Sex sells — media convinces us we need exciting sexual encounters often and with many 

different partners
• Church can have the pressure for everyone to get married, sometimes in fear of sex, i.e. 

Tim and Julie
• Better to wait, pray for spouse, and treat everyone with respect & friendship
• To go deeper: Read Ephesians 5:21-33. How is marriage related to Christ and the Church 

and vice versa?

3. Respect Church Leaders (vs. 17-21)
• ‘Authority’ is a foreign concept today, i.e. freedom writers scene
• Attitude needs to give benefit of the doubt and support
• We still have to hold church leaders accountable to practice the character they should be 

practicing
• To go deeper: Read Matthew 18:15-20. Why is there such a long process?

How we treat others has a huge impact of the people we are influencing. Will you be someone 
who gives respect or disrespect?  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Small Group Questions

1. What does it mean to give someone your ‘respect’? What difference does it make in relating 
to people?

2. We don’t live together with people of the church the way they did in Timothy’s day. Is treating 
people in the church with respect still important? If so, why? If not, why not?

3. We’ve already talked about how we are treated because we are young. Have you ever seen 
someone treat an older person badly? What happened? How did it make you feel? Have 
you ever been tempted to treat someone badly because they were older?

4. What does it look like to tear someone down? How would you build a younger person up? 
How would you build an older person up?

5. Sex sells — what is the ‘silliest’ thing you’ve seen advertisers try to sell with sex? Why do 
they use sex as a selling tool?

6. What kinds of pressures on on you (or your generation) around sex, marriage, and family? 
What things are okay or helpful? What are unhelpful or you would rather live without?

7. Should anyone have our respect automatically because they are in a position of authority? 
Should ministers and church leaders? Have you ever seen a church leader or minister fail to 
keep their character? How did that impact the church? How did leadership handle it?


