
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. 
He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
46 If you love those who love you, what reward will 
you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 
47 And if you greet only your own people, what are 
you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do 
that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.



What’s an Enemy?

• Jews vs. Gentiles 

• Us vs. Them 

• Against us 

• Whom we’re against



Who is Your Enemy?

• Take out pen and paper or device and write a 
name or a list of names of those who are an enemy 

• Can’t love them or pray for them if we don’t have 
them



14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony 
with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people 
of low position. Do not be conceited. 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave 
room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



How do we Love them?
Romans 12:14-21 

• bless vs. curse 

• celebrate 

• mourn 

• associate 

• peace make 

• don’t revenge



Why should We?

• Not to make friends 

• Look like your father 

• Cross 

• Mission



What’s Your Plan?

• Read your list 

• Reflect on your interactions 

• What needs to change 

• How will you do it


