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Living How It Really Is

Kingdom is Peace
God’s rule has come 
Peace has come 

‘Already’ & ‘Not Yet’
Kingdom broken in 
Kingdom come 

Church is Foretaste
We are sign 
We are politic 

Integrity is integral
Whole life witness 

Present challenges

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

Matthew 25:34-34
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A definitive answer to the question, What is the 
reign of God? cannot be given. But we can at least 
sketch some of its contours by listening to the Old 
Testament’s prophetic forecasts of the coming day 
of God and the prophets’ expectations of God’s 
intended future for the world. In lectures given in 
the early 1980s, philosopher Arthur Holmes 
summarized that prophetic vision as shalom. It 
envisions a world characterized by peace, justice 
and celebration. Shalom the overarching vision of 
the future, means “peace,” but not merely as the 
cessation of hostilities.
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Instead, shalom envisions the full prosperity of a 
people of God living under the covenant of God’s 
demanding care and compassionate rule. In the 
prophetic vision, peace such as this comes hand in 
hand with justice. Without justice, there can be no 
real peace, and without peace, no real justice. 
Indeed, only in a social world full of a peace 
grounded in justice can there come the full 
expression of joy and celebration. 

Missional Church, 90-91



Living How It Really Is

Kingdom is Peace
God’s rule has come 
Peace has come 

‘Already’ & ‘Not Yet’
Kingdom broken in 
Kingdom come 

Church is Foretaste
We are sign 
We are politic 

Integrity is integral
Whole life witness 

Present challenges

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart 
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was 
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a 
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and 
in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

Matthew 25:41-43
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Regina Local News Headlines:

Three former Sasktel managers get jail for fraud, 
theft 

Three teens among those killed on Saskatchewan 
roads 

Family, friends say goodbye to mom and kids killed 
in Tisdale 

Regina man sentenced to life in toddler death
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37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? 38 When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.’ 

Matthew 25:37-40
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This was the mood in which the early Christians—
despite the Roman Empire’s best effort to 
persecute them and stamp out the movement—
began to live lives of generosity, caring for the poor, 
and tending the sick, including people with whom 
they had no connection either through family or 
through work. They realized, as they worshipped 
the God they saw in Jesus and celebrated his good 
news, that a new way of being human had been 
launched. They looked at impossibilities and 
prayed their way through them. They were mocked 
and vilified, attacked and driven out of communities
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But the work went on. New things happened. 
People saw the difference. The resurrection of 
Jesus launched a new, and newly integrated, way 
of life. All that stood in the way of justice and peace
—all the selfish concerns, petty jealousies, 
ambitions and rivalries and sheer human nastiness
—belonged to the old world, to the old age that had 
been superseded by the new world of Easter. The 
power of evil that had lent weight to injustice and 
oppression for so many centuries had been 
defeated on the cross. 

N.T. Wright, Simply Good News, 116
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Here Jesus Christ confronts us with the specific 
function of the Christian—and there can be no other. 
Things cannot be otherwise; the Christian has no 
choice—if he does not accept this function, he does 
not fulfill the part assigned to him. He then betrays 
both Jesus Christ and the world. Of course he can 
always immerse himself in good works, and pour out 
his energy in religious or social activities, but all this 
will have no meaning unless he is fulfilling the only 
mission with which he has been charged by Jesus 
Christ, which is first of all to be a sign. 

Jacques Ellul, The Presence of the Kingdom, 5



Living How It Really Is

Kingdom is Peace
God’s rule has come 
Peace has come 

‘Already’ & ‘Not Yet’
Kingdom broken in 
Kingdom come 

Church is Foretaste
We are sign 
We are politic 

Integrity is integral
Whole life witness 

Present challenges

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me.’ 

Matthew 25:44-45
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What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 
someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a 
sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, 
what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

James 2:14-17
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The church has tended to separate the news of the 
reign of God from God’s provision for humanity’s 
salvation. This separation has made salvation a 
private event by dividing “my personal salvation” 
from the advent of God’s healing reign over all the 
world. 

Missional Church, 92
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