
Waterlogged, Drifting, and the Legend of Scott Sterling 

 


A Message On Baptism and What It Means to Be All-In for 
Jesus Christ



*God’s movement of grace throughout our lifetime* 
*Our determined resolve to mature in faith* 

*Allegiance to Jesus as Sovereign Lord over our lives* 
*Participation in, and solidarity with, Christ’s community*

“All-In”



                                   *The Ethiopian* 

- From Boy-toy to Accountant 
- Worshipper, on a spiritual pilgrimage 
- Life of privilege 
- His faith experience included the scriptures 
- Looking for answers to his spiritual questions 
- Trusted Christ for salvation and declared it in baptism

Acts 8.26-39

“All-In”



*In the first century Baptism into the Christian faith  
was signing your own death certificate*



*Throughout our spiritual lives we keep  
coming back to our baptismal vows*

Death precedes and gives way to Life 
No longer desire to live sinfully 

The enactment of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
 



We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any 
longer?  Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 

of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

Romans 6.2-4



For the death that he died, he died to sin once for all; but the 
life that he lives, he lives for God. 

Romans 6.10



But the life that (insert your name) lives, s/he lives for God. 

All in? 





The life we live, we live for God 

Lord Jesus, I have the assurance my sins are forgiven in You 

Lord Jesus, I renounce the devil and his works, the lure of this 
ungodly world and the sinful desires of fallen humanity, so that I 

will not follow or be lead by them 

Lord Jesus, I believe all that is declared in the Apostle’s Creed 

Lord Jesus, I desire to declare publicly that I align myself to You, 
God Almighty, as one who follows You 

Lord Jesus, in the fellowship of the church, I will obediently do 
God’s will and walk in His holy commandments for all the days of 

my life 



The life we live, we live for God 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; He descended into 
Hades; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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