
Beginnings of Colonial Christianity
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A. New routes to the east needed



Mongol Empire – 13th century



Marco Polo’s travels to China



John of Montecorvino, missionary to 
China in 1294
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I. Discovering new worlds

A. New routes to the 
east needed 

B. Portuguese 
explorers – Vasco 
da Gama in India, 
1498



4 Motives for Portuguese exploration:

■ Crusading zeal against the Muslims 
■ Desire for African gold 
■ The quest for Prester John 
■  The search for Oriental spices



Vasco da Gama’s voyage to India
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I. Discovering new worlds

D. Papal Decrees 
-monopoly of trade 

and duty of 
evangelizing the 
natives 

-division of the world 
between Portugal 
and Spain



Treaty of Tordesillas 



Treaty of Torsedillas 



I. Discovering new worlds

D. Papal Decrees 
-monopoly of trade and duty of evangelizing 

the natives 
-division of the world between Portugal and 

Spain 
-full sovereignty over their possessions 

overseas 



II. Roman Catholic 
missionaries in Asia
A. Portuguese 

missionaries 
-established in Goa 
-working to convert St. 

Thomas Christians 
-Mar Jacob (d. ca. 

1552) – Bishop of 
Malabar and leader 
of Thomas Christians
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Jesuit world map in Chinese



"JESOUS AHATONHIA" – THE HURON CAROL

'Twas in the moon of wintertime when all 
the birds had fled 
That mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel 
choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim and 
wondering hunters heard the hymn,  
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in 
excelsis gloria.



"JESOUS AHATONHIA" – THE HURON CAROL

Within a lodge of broken bark the tender 
babe was found; 
A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped 
his beauty round 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh the 
angel song rang loud and high 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in 
excelsis gloria



"JESOUS AHATONHIA" – THE HURON CAROL

The earliest moon of wintertime is not so 
round and fair 
As was the ring of glory on the helpless 
infant there. 
The chiefs from far before him knelt with 
gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in 
excelsis gloria.



"JESOUS AHATONHIA" – THE HURON CAROL

O children of the forest free, O seed of 
Manitou 
The holy Child of earth and heaven is 
born today for you. 
Come kneel before the radiant boy who 
brings you beauty peace and joy. 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in 
excelsis gloria.
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Requerimiento

Wherefore, as best we can, we ask and require you 
… that you acknowledge the Church as the Ruler 
and Superior of the whole world, and the high 
priest called Pope, and in his name the King and 
Queen Doña Juana our lords, in his place, as 
superiors and lords and kings of these islands 
and this Tierra-firme by virtue of the said 
donation, and that you consent and give place 
that these religious fathers should declare and 
preach to you the aforesaid. 



Requerimiento

If you do so, you will do well, and that which you 
are obliged to do to their Highnesses, and we in 
their name shall receive you in all love and 
charity, and shall leave you, your wives, and your 
children, and your lands, free without servitude, 
that you may do with them and with yourselves 
freely that which you like and think best, and 
they shall not compel you to turn Christians, 
unless you yourselves, when informed of the 
truth, should wish to be converted to our Holy 
Catholic Faith, as almost all the inhabitants of the 
rest of the islands have done. 
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E. Settling the natives into 
communities


