
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the 
twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.


2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe 
and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should 
not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person 
is double-minded and unstable in all they do.



12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having 
stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the 
Lord has promised to those who love him.


13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but 
each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their 
own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it 
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 
death.


16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He 
chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a 
kind of first fruits of all he created.









23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own 
people and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had 
said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you 
made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in 
them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your 
servant, our father David:


“‘Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain?


26 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
against the Lord 
    and against his anointed one.



27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided 
beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their 
threats and enable your servants to speak your word with 
great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform 
signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant 
Jesus.”


31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke the word of God boldly.



John Wesley insisted 
that forgiveness of sins 
gives believing people 
the right to heaven; but 
only holiness renders us 

fit for heaven. 

~ Victor Shepherd




