
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 
Do what it says.23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not 
do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a 
mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks 
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues 
in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they 
will be blessed in what they do.


26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not 
keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and 
their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father 
accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world.



14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 
and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.


18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”


Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by my deeds.19 You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.



20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without 
deeds is useless?21 Was not our father Abraham considered 
righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the 
altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made complete by what he 
did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that 
a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by 
faith alone.


25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute 
considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging 
to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.





VS.



All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the 
law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the 
law. For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in 
God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be 
declared righteous. (Romans 2:12-13)


Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt 
to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the 
law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” 
“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 
covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are 
summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love 
is the fulfillment of the law. (Romans 13:8-10)
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In the passage where the New Testament says every one must work, it 
gives as a reason ‘in order that he may have something to give to those 
in need’. Charity—giving to the poor—is an essential part of Christian 
morality: in the frightening parable of the sheep and the goats it seems 
to be the point on which everything turns. Some people nowadays say 
that charity ought to be unnecessary and that instead of giving to the 
poor we ought to be producing a society in which there were no poor to 
give to. They may be quite right in saying that we ought to produce this 
kind of society. But if anyone thinks that, as a consequence, you can 
stop giving in the meantime, then he has parted company with all 
Christian morality. I do not believe one can settle how much we ought 
to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. 
In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, 
etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same income 
as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not 
pinch us or hamper us, I should say they are too small.



There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do 
because our charities expenditure excludes them. I am 
speaking now of ‘charities’ in the common way. Particular 
cases of distress among your own relatives, friends, 
neighbours or employees, which God, as it were, forces upon 
your notice, may demand much more: even to the crippling 
and endangering of your own position. For many of us the 
great obstacle to charity lies not in our luxurious living or 
desire for more money, but in our fear—fear of insecurity. This 
must often be recognized as a temptation. Sometimes our 
pride also hinders our charity; we are tempted to spend more 
than we ought on the showy forms of generosity (tipping, 
hospitality) and less than we ought on those who really need 
our help. (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, pg. 86-87)




