
When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and 
went into the region of Judea to the other side of the 
Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.


3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”


4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator 
‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 
two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.”


7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give 
his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?”



8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives 
because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the 
beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except 
for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits 
adultery.”


10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a 
husband and wife, it is better not to marry.”


11 Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only 
those to whom it has been given. 12 For there are eunuchs who 
were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been 
made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to 
live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The 
one who can accept this should accept it.”



10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who 
it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and 
he would have given you living water.”


11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and 
the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are 
you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 
livestock?”


13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”



15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I 
won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw 
water.”


16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”


17 “I have no husband,” she replied.


Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no 
husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and 
the man you now have is not your husband. What you have 
just said is quite true.”



As Christ Loved the Church





On Demand
NEVER!



'Cause it's a beautiful night, we're looking for something dumb to do

Hey baby, I think I wanna marry you

Is it the look in your eyes or is it this dancing juice

Who cares baby, I think I wanna marry you

Oh I'll go get a ring

Let the choir bell sing like ooh

So what you wanna do

Lets just run girl


If we wake up and you want to break up 

That's cool 

No I won't blame you 

It was fun girl



On Demand
NEVER!





1. Emphasize importance of 
living our marriages in 
counter-cultural ways 

2. Set people free from powers 
of guilt and shame
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–Shammai

“A man may not divorce his wife unless he has 
found unchastity in her, for it is written, Because he 
hath found in her indecency in anything.” 



–Hillel

“A man may not divorce his wife unless he has 
found unchastity in her, for it is written, Because he 
hath found in her indecency in anything.” 



–Akiba

“Even if he found another fairer than she, for it is 
written, And it shall be if she find no favour in his 
eyes…” 



As Christ Loved the Church



• Christians have a standard: Marry without 
desire for divorce


• Divorce may be an option in certain 
circumstances


• Those struggling with guilt and shame, 
Peace! God loves you and Christ meets you 
where you are — his grace is sufficient for 
you


