
25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, 
and resided there; he went out from there and built 
Penuel. 26 Then Jeroboam said to himself, “Now the kingdom 
may well revert to the house of David. 27 If this people 
continues to go up to offer sacrifices in the house of 
the Lord at Jerusalem, the heart of this people will turn again 
to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill me and 
return to King Rehoboam of Judah.” 28 So the king took 
counsel, and made two calves of gold. He said to the 
people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Here 
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt.” 29 He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in 
Dan. 30 And this thing became a sin, for the people went to 
worship before the one at Bethel and before the other as far as 
Dan.



31 He also made houses on high places, and appointed 
priests from among all the people, who were not 
Levites. 32 Jeroboam appointed a festival on the fifteenth 
day of the eighth month like the festival that was in Judah, 
and he offered sacrifices on the altar; so he did in Bethel, 
sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And he placed in 
Bethel the priests of the high places that he had made. 33 He 
went up to the altar that he had made in Bethel on the 
fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month that he alone 
had devised; he appointed a festival for the people of Israel, 
and he went up to the altar to offer incense.
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– Jeremiah 29:11

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.” 



– Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear

“We are in need of some clear, sensible reflection 
on fear—how to acknowledge it without being 
manipulated by it, how to resist it without assuming 
we should (or could) be fearless, how to receive it 
as a gift (if it can be a gift) without letting it 
dominate our lives. This is especially important 
among Christians who seek to follow Jesus, for 
Jesus’s words, and more so his life, do not promise 
safety. Following the teachings of Jesus will involve 
us in risky practices like clothing the naked, visiting 
the prisoner, caring for the sick, welcoming the 
stranger, and feeding the hungry (see Matt. 25:31–
46). Following the life of Jesus will mean walking in 
the way of the cross, the way of “self-giving love.”
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