
Acts of the Apostles

Week 12 Summary

Acts 24:1–26:32


In order to keep Paul safe he is sent to Felix the governor in Caesarea. Felix waited for Paul’s 
accusers to come before deciding on the case. A group comes from Jerusalem with a 
hellenistic Jewish man named Tertullus to represent them. He uses the normal modes of 
rhetoric for the occasion and intimates that Paul ought to have remained in their hands for trial, 
but now that he is under Roman judgment he is an insurrectionist. However, without those who 
began the riot, these charges cannot be proved, so Paul is able to simply deny them.


Felix wants to hear from the commander as to what happened, so as to avoid the “he said, 
they said” scenario. While he waits Felix and his wife meet with Paul for conversation, but as 
Paul speaks with such conviction about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come 
they ended the conversations. Felix hoped for a bribe from Paul, believing him to have money, 
possibly due to the reference of the collection for the church in Jerusalem.


Felix was removed from his office for being violent with the Jewish people under his 
governorship, so he does them a favour to solidify his political future, he leaves Paul in prison. 
When Festus comes, Felix’s replacement, he meets with the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem 
with an eye to strengthening his political position. So he sits to hear from Paul and asks Paul if 
he would be willing to be tried in Jerusalem. Paul seeing that he is trying to do the Jewish 
leadership a favour, demands to be tried before Caesar.


Before Paul is sent to Caesar, King Agrippa and his wife Bernice come to Caesarea. Festus is 
glad because he needs to send an explanation of the charges along with Paul to Caesar. 
However, it isn’t clear to Festus what the case is actually about or why the Jewish leadership 
wants to be rid of Paul. So Paul is brought to speak before Agrippa. Paul is only too happy to 
make a defence to this man as he knows he is expert in Jewish law and familiar with the events 
of Jesus and the early church.


Paul relates his history starting with his devout upbringing and work, to his encounter with the 
risen Jesus, and his ministry to the Gentiles. At this point Festus interrupts and Agrippa 
diplomatically removes himself. But, both agree that Paul is innocent and need not be tried. 
However, because of the appeal to Caesar, he must go to Rome for trial.


Faithful Presence 
“Epilogue”


1. What are your thoughts on Fitch’s summarizing thoughts?


