
14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone 
out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to 
him with wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why 
did the king issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained 
the matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and 
asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him.


17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter 
to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18 He urged them 
to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 
mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with 
the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 During the night the 
mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised 
the God of heaven 20 and said:



“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;

    wisdom and power are his.

21 He changes times and seasons;

    he deposes kings and raises up others.

He gives wisdom to the wise

    and knowledge to the discerning.

22 He reveals deep and hidden things;

    he knows what lies in darkness,

    and light dwells with him.

23 I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors:

    You have given me wisdom and power,

you have made known to me what we asked of you,

    you have made known to us the dream of the king.”


24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute 
the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men 
of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.”







Typical Reactions

• Fight


• Flight


• Freeze


• Appease









–Ephesians 6:12

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against 

the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 



–Matthew 5:44–46

“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be children of 

your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those 
who love you, what reward will you get?”




