
Sunday, December 15, 2019 
Third Sunday of Advent


Joy

Isaiah 35:1–10 

1 The desert and the parched land will be glad;

    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.

Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;

    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,

    the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the Lord,

    the splendour of our God.

3 Strengthen the feeble hands,

    steady the knees that give way;

4 say to those with fearful hearts,

    “Be strong, do not fear;

your God will come,

    he will come with vengeance;

with divine retribution

    he will come to save you.”

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,

    and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness

    and streams in the desert.

7 The burning sand will become a pool,

    the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

In the haunts where jackals once lay,

    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

8 And a highway will be there;

    it will be called the Way of Holiness;

    it will be for those who walk on that Way.

The unclean will not journey on it;

    wicked fools will not go about on it.

9 No lion will be there,

    nor any ravenous beast;

    they will not be found there.

But only the redeemed will walk there,

10     and those the Lord has rescued will return.

They will enter Zion with singing;

    everlasting joy will crown their heads.

Gladness and joy will overtake them,

    and sorrow and sighing will flee away.




Candle Lighting 
Today we light the third candle of Advent, the candle of Joy. (Light Candle)


This should be the easy one, because joy is all around us—in the children, the lights, the music, the 
gathering together. But how often do we let our preparations—or our memories—push joy to the side? 
Joy is like an underground spring that wells up within us, but joy is also a choice, an attitude. Like a 
muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open ourselves to joy, trusting that God has already 
planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care and offer it to share.


We light this candle in joy. Let us enter Zion with singing as gladness and joy over take us.


Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you are the joy of heaven who has come down to the earth to bring us the great joy of 
your salvation. Let our hearts fill with the knowledge of the goodness of God and overflow into the joy 
of our praise! Amen.
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