
Discoveryland Lessons May 17 
Gr. 1-8 Theme for May “Acts: Following Jesus” 
In this series, kids will learn more what it looks like to really follow Jesus with our whole 
lives. 

Week 3: Baptism 

God Story: 
Lydia Acts 16:11-15 

Big Idea: 
Baptism is how we tell everyone that we want to follow Jesus forever. 
 
Key Verse: 
Say with your mouth “Jesus is Lord”. Believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead. Then you will be saved. Romans 10:9 

Video 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=eSX4u7vmTNo&list=PLB5r2P47beqJrFDbzS4VnM9Zym1LZSCaq&index=3 

After watching the video, discuss: 

• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 

• What was the God Story about? 

Discuss: 
 Have you ever seen someone get baptized? What happened? What was said? 

Can you think of any other ways that people show their commitment to someone or 
something that’s really important to them? (e.g., marriage is a commitment between 
two people; pet adoption is a commitment to care for an animal; a contract is a legal 
commitment between people in business, etc.) 

Have you ever made a commitment to someone? What was it? Did you do or say 
something to show your commitment? 

Look up and read about Lydia in Acts 16:11-15. 
 
 Discuss: 
• Who got baptized in this story? (Lydia and everyone in her household) 
• Where did Paul and Silas meet Lydia? (on a riverbank outside of the city) 
• What was Lydia’s job? (Lydia was a merchant of expensive purple cloth) 
• Who opened Lydia’s heart as she listened to Paul? (God) 
• What was the kind thing that Lydia did for Paul and Silas? (asked them to be her 
guests) 
• What stands out to you about this story? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSX4u7vmTNo&list=PLB5r2P47beqJrFDbzS4VnM9Zym1LZSCaq&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSX4u7vmTNo&list=PLB5r2P47beqJrFDbzS4VnM9Zym1LZSCaq&index=3


• Where do you think Lydia and her household were likely baptized? (in the river) 

 Remind the kids that following Jesus starts with hearing the good news. Lydia heard the 
good news, followed Jesus, and was baptised! 

Review the good news together: 
• What did Jesus come to show us? (God’s love) 
• What did Jesus come to save us from? (sin) 
• What did Jesus come to share? (his peace) 

Activity 
A good follow up would be to write what it looks like to follow Jesus at home, as school, 
at play, on teams, etc. 

Preschool-Kindergarten – Theme for May “Help” 
In this series, children will be introduced to the Holy Spirit. They will discover that the 
Holy Spirit was promised by Jesus, and then came in an amazing way! They will also 
learn that the Holy Spirit is still with us and helps us today. 

Week 3: Sharing the good news of Jesus Acts 4:1-31 

Key verse: 
The Holy Spirit… will help you and always be with you John 14:16b 

Big Idea: 
The Holy Spirit helps us. 

Lesson: 
Let your child know that in today’s story from the Bible, the Holy Spirit helps Peter and 
John be bold, so they can tell many people about Jesus. Ask the children if they know 
what it means to be bold. Explain that it’s being strong and having courage. Provide a 
physical example of looking bold (e.g., muscles flexed and a look of determination on 
your face). Invite your child to look bold along with you. 

 Use a children’s Bible to read about Peter and John sharing the good news of Jesus in 
Acts 4:1-31. (This is long passage, so you could just sum it up). 

4 While Peter and John were speaking to the people, a group of men came up to 
them. There were Jewish priests, the captain of the soldiers that guarded the Temple, 
and some Sadducees. 2 They were upset because the two apostles were teaching the 
people. Peter and John were preaching that people will rise from death through the 
power of Jesus. 3 The Jewish leaders grabbed Peter and John and put them in jail. It was 
already night, so they kept them in jail until the next day. 4 But many of those who heard 
Peter and John preach believed the things they said. There were now about 5,000 men 
in the group of believers. 



5 The next day the Jewish rulers, the Jewish elders, and the teachers of the law met in 
Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander were there. 
Everyone from the high priest’s family was there. 7 They made Peter and John stand 
before them. The Jewish leaders asked them: “By what power or authority did you do 
this?” 
8 Then Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit. He said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
you elders, 9 are you questioning us about a good thing that was done to a crippled 
man? Are you asking us who made him well? 10 We want all of you and all the Jewish 
people to know that this man was made well by the power of Jesus Christ from 
Nazareth! You nailed him to a cross, but God raised him from death. This man was 
crippled, but he is now well and able to stand here before you because of the power 
of Jesus! 11 Jesus is 
‘the stone[a] that you builders did not want. 
    It has become the cornerstone.’ Psalm 118:22 

12 Jesus is the only One who can save people. No one else in the world is able to save 
us.” 
13 The Jewish leaders saw that Peter and John were not afraid to speak. They 
understood that these men had no special training or education. So they were 
amazed. Then they realized that Peter and John had been with Jesus. 14 They saw the 
crippled man standing there beside the two apostles. They saw that the man was 
healed. So they could say nothing against them. 15 The Jewish leaders told them to 
leave the meeting. Then the leaders talked to each other about what they should 
do. 16 They said, “What shall we do with these men? Everyone in Jerusalem knows that 
they have done a great miracle! We cannot say it is not true. 17 But we must warn them 
not to talk to people anymore using that name. Then this thing will not spread among 
the people.” 
18 So they called Peter and John in again. They told them not to speak or to teach at all 
in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “What do you think is right? 
What would God want? Should we obey you or God? 20 We cannot keep quiet. We 
must speak about what we have seen and heard.” 21-22 The Jewish leaders could not 
find a way to punish them because all the people were praising God for what had 
been done. (This miracle was a proof from God. The man who was healed was more 
than 40 years old!) So the Jewish leaders warned the apostles again and let them go 
free. 

The Believers’ Prayer 
23 Peter and John left the meeting of Jewish leaders and went to their own group. They 
told them everything that the leading priests and the Jewish elders had said to 
them. 24 When the believers heard this, they prayed to God with one purpose. They 
prayed, “Lord, you are the One who made the sky, the earth, the sea, and everything 
in the world. 25 Our father David was your servant. With the help of the Holy Spirit he 
said: 
‘Why are the nations so angry? 
    Why are the people making useless plans? 
26 The kings of the earth prepare to fight. 
    Their leaders make plans together 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%253A1-31&version=ICB#fen-ICB-26911a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.118.22&version=ICB


against the Lord 
    and against his Christ.’ Psalm 2:1-2 

27 These things really happened when Herod, Pontius Pilate, the non-Jewish people, and 
the Jewish people all came together against Jesus here in Jerusalem. Jesus is your holy 
Servant. He is the One you made to be the Christ. 28 These people made your plan 
happen; it happened because of your power and your will. 29 And now, Lord, listen to 
what they are saying. They are trying to make us afraid! Lord, we are your servants. Help 
us to speak your word without fear. 30 Help us to be brave by showing us your power; 
make sick people well, give proofs, and make miracles happen by the power of Jesus, 
your holy servant.” 
31 After they had prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. They were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke God’s word without fear 

 Discuss: What did Peter and John do when the Holy Spirit helped them to be bold? 
(they shared the good news about Jesus with everybody!) 

Tell your child that the Holy Spirit helps us share about Jesus, too! 
Activities: 
Telling others 
Write “Jesus Loves You” on piece of paper cut in the shape of a heart.  Have your child 
think of people who they could tell about Jesus or share Jesus’ love with.  Write the 
names on the heart. 
Share with others 
Play a game that has turn-taking or sharing.   
or 
Have your child find some toys that can be shared and have them pass them out to 
everyone in your home. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.2.1-Ps.2.2&version=ICB

