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5.6.3 BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
The baptism in the Holy Spirit is an experience in which believers yield control of themselves to 
the Holy Spirit.

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matt. 3:11)

“For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:5)

“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with 
the Spirit,” (Eph. 5:18)

Through this the believer comes to know Christ in a more intimate way

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He 
will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you 
what is  yet  to come.  He will  glorify me because it  is  from me that  he will 
receive what  he will  make known to  you.  All  that  belongs to  the Father  is 
mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make 
known to you.” (John 16:13-15)

and receives power to witness and grow spiritually.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

“And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Cor. 3:18)

Believers should earnestly seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit according to the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49)



“On  one  occasion,  while  he  was  eating  with  them,  he  gave  them  this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about.…But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:4, 8)

The initial evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is speaking in other tongues as the Spirit 
gives utterance.

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 
as the Spirit enabled them….For they heard them speaking in tongues and 
praising God….When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. (Acts 2:4; 10:46; 19:6)

This experience is distinct from and subsequent to the experience of the new birth.

But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom 
of  God   and  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  were  baptized,  both  men  and 
women.  Simon himself  believed  and  was  baptized.  And  he  followed  Philip 
everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for 
the new believers there that  they might receive the Holy Spirit,  because the 
Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  Then  Peter  and  John  placed  their  hands  on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:12-17)

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished  that  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  had  been  poured  out   even  on 
Gentiles.  For  they heard them speaking in  tongues  and praising God.  (Acts 
10:44-46)

5.6.4 THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
The gifts of the Spirit are supernatural abilities given by God through the exercising of which 
believers are enabled to minister effectively and directly in particular situations.

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are 
different  kinds  of  service,  but  the  same  Lord.  There  are  different  kinds  of 
working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.

Now to  each  one  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  for  the  common 
good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another 
a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous 



powers,   to  another  prophecy,   to  another  distinguishing  between  spirits,   to 
another  speaking  in  different  kinds  of  tongues,   and  to  still  another  the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and 
he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. (1 Cor. 12:4-11)

They serve the dual function of building up the church and of demonstrating the presence of God 
within His church.

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
(1 Cor. 12:7)

So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those 
that build up the church. (1 Cor. 14:12)

But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, 
they  are  convicted  of  sin  and  are  brought  under  judgment  by  all,   as  the 
secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down and worship God, 
exclaiming, “God is really among you!” (1 Cor. 14:24-25)

5.6.5 DIVINE HEALING
Divine healing provided in the atonement of Christ

When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, 
and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to 
fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
“He took up our infirmities  
    and bore our diseases.” (Matt. 8:16-17)

is the privilege of all believers. Prayer for the sick and gifts of healing are encouraged and 
practised.

And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of 
different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do 
all interpret? (1 Cor. 12:28-30)

Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over 
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. (James 5:14)
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