
Exploring the Book of Revelation

Week 9: Chapter 7
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1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 
back the four winds of the earth so that no wind would blow on the earth, or on 
the sea, or on any tree.


Revelation 7:1
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2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, holding the seal 
of the living God; and he called out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom 
it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, 
or the sea, or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on 
their foreheads.”


Revelation 7:2–3
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The Seal: Why does God seal his servants?


1. Protection from physical harm


2. Protection from demons


3. Protection from losing their faith and thus salvation


Ezekiel 9 and Exodus 12:7, 13, 22–28 in background (see also Rev. 9:4)
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4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the 
sons of Israel:


5 from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve 

thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 
7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the 

tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe 
of Joseph twelve thousand, and from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.


Revelation 7:4–8



Week 9
Chapter 7

Options for Understanding the 144,000


1. Literal: 144,000 ethnic Israelites (futurist view; 4:1–225 prior to 2nd coming)


2. Figurative: All Ethnic Israel saved at Christ’s 2nd coming (Rom. 11:24–26)


3. Christian remnant of ethnic Jews in 1st century


4. Figurative: complete number of God’s redeemed people


5. Figurative: Redeemped as army for ironic holy war
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9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 
count, from every nation and all the tribes, peoples, and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm 
branches were in their hands;


Revelation 7:9
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10 and they *cried out with a loud voice, saying,


“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”


Revelation 7:10
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11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12 saying,


“Amen, blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and might belong 
to our God forever and ever. Amen.”


Revelation 7:11–12



Week 9
Chapter 7

13 Then one of the elders responded, saying to me, “These who are clothed in 

the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to 
him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who come 
out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb.


Revelation 7:13–14
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15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and they serve Him day 
and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His 
tabernacle over them.


Revelation 7:15
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26 And I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting 
covenant with them. And I will place them and multiply them, and set My 
sanctuary in their midst forever. 27 My dwelling place also will be among them; 

and I will be their God, and they will be My people. 28 And the nations will know 
that I am the Lord who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst 
forever.”’”


Ezekiel 37:26–28
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16 They will no longer hunger nor thirst, nor will the sun beat down on them, nor 

any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe 
every tear from their eyes.”


Revelation 7:16–17



1. As you have been taught what the gospel is, have you understood it to be political? Why or why 
not? How does the idea impact you (uncomfortable, dislike it, etc.)?


2. What the the main differences between the politics of Jesus and the politics of the world?


3. What is the temptation of the church when it comes to politics and why would it be a problem?


4. How does the nativity story excite evil? What is our response to this version of the nativity to be?


5. How are we to defeat the sea beast (disobedience) and the earth beast (deceptive illusion)?


6. Does what Peterson has written help you understand the nature of 666, the mark of the beast? If 
so, how so?


7. What is the significance of worship, preaching, and holy living in relation to politics of the 
kingdom?


