Call for Reformation
•

End of 15th C.

•

Western Schism healed

•

2 - 3 popes; poor character

•

more than one council

•

clergy, money, power and
immorality

•

monasteries; lazy & ignorant

•

growing understanding church
had veered oﬀ course; sources

Inquisition
•

Feudal system coming to an
end; monarchs limiting power
of land owners

•

Nationalism solidified with
appreciation for vernacular
language and political unity

•

In these nations there was
increased power of the
inquisition to combat divergent
opinions and intellectual unrest

•

Particularly true in Spain

Inquisition
•

Papacy placed inquisition
under authority of Ferdinand
and Isabella

•

Especially sharp to Jews and
Muslims who were forced to
convert then persecuted for
following traditional religion

•

Came to be used as a tool to
stop spread of the
Protestantism

Erasmus
•

Hoped that education would
produce reformation of the
church; program of humanist
reformers

•

Prince of humanists Desiderius
Erasmus of Rotterdam

•

Viewed obedience to Christ as
more important than
orthodoxy

•

Viewed inner life as more
important than external rituals

Martin Luther
•

Harsh upbringing

•

Fear of death and hell promise
to become monk vs. lawyer

•

Fear of judgment; sin greater
than what can be confessed

•

Mysticism - love God; hate of
judge

•

Teacher; the righteousness
(judgment) of God - righteous
shall live by faith (gift)

Martin Luther
•

95 Theses particularly
attacking indulgences

•

Translated into German and
distributed vs. Latin and
university debate

•

Pope Leo X needed money for
buildings; i.e. Saint Peters

•

house of Hohenzollern
seeking to become powerful

•

John Tetzel

Indulgences they sold made sinner:
“cleaner than when coming out of baptism”
“cleaner than Adam before the fall”
“the cross of the seller of indulgences has as much
power as the cross of Christ”
Buying for the deceased:
“as soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul
from purgatory springs”

Martin Luther
•

Augustinian order (Luther’s)
asked to deal with it;
champion of order vs.
Dominicans (Tetzel’s)

•

Cardinal Cajetan demand to
recant; Luther left by night
hearing authority to arrest

•

Luther protected by Frederick
the Wise; wanted fair trial

•

Pope wanted Frederick to take
throne soft to Luther

Martin Luther
•

Luther joins debate and declares
that council erred in condemning
Huss and Christian with support
of scripture has more authority
than all popes and councils

•

Issue of the throne settled
(Charles I / V) Leo issues papal
bull; ordered books by Luther to
be burned and Luther 60 days to
report to Rome or
excommunicated

•

Luther burned it publicly and
burned books of opponents

Martin Luther

•

Leo needed to have Luther
dealt with politically so Luther
went to Diet of Worms; taken
before emperor and asked if
he would recant his writings

In midst of a great hush, the friar answered that
much of what he had written was basic Christian
doctrine, held by both him and his opponents, and
that therefore no one should expect him to
repudiate such teaching. At some other points, he
continued, his works dealt with the tyranny and
injustice that the German people suffered. This too
he could not recant, for such was not the purpose
of the Diet, and in any case to withdraw such words
would result in greater injustice. Third, in his works
there are attacks against certain individuals, and
points of doctrine that were at issue between him
and his opponents. Perhaps, he confessed, some
of these things had been said too harshly. But their
truth he could not deny, unless someone could
convince him that he was in error. (Gonzalez 34)

“My conscience is a prisoner of God’s Word. I
cannot and will not recant, for to disobey one’s
conscience is neither just nor safe. God hello me.
Amen.”

Uncertain Decade
•

Luther in exile (Wartburg)
reformation continued by
Karlstadt and Philipp
Melanchthon

•

nuns and monks left monasteries
and were married

•

worship was simplified and
Germain was used

•

Masses for the dead abolished,
days of fasting and abstinence
were abolished

•

communion oﬀered in both kinds

Uncertain Decade
•

1524 German peasant rebellion
had religious tones; thought
reformation supported their
economic demands

•

Luther read the Twelve Articles;
spoke to princes in support of
oppressed peasants

•

When uprising broke out he
called on princes to suppress
movement

•

Encouraged victorious princes
to be merciful; 100,000+ died

Uncertain Decade
•

Luther helped nuns from
convent to escape; marries
Katharina von Bora and has 6
children

•

Luther and Erasmus disagree
on doctrine of Free Will and
Predestination

•

1529 second Diet of Spire
reaﬃrmed Diet of Worms
causing Lutheran princes to
formally protest receiving the
name Protestants

Uncertain Decade
•

Charles V goes to Germany in
1530 Diet of Augsburg and
requests orderly account of
issues; Augsburg Confession

•

Charles needed politically
united Germany so negotiated
Peace of Nuremberg between
Catholics and Protestants in
1532

Luther’s Theology:
Word of God
•

Son, second person of the Trinity is
Word of God

•

As in creation when God speaks he
acts; God’s revelation is God’s
victory

•

Bible is word of God because in it
Jesus the incarnate Word comes to
us

•

Jesus is the word over the Bible
and the Church

•

Bible purer witness to gospel so
has authority over pope, church
and tradition

Luther’s Theology:
Theology of the Cross
•

Can’t get to God way you can
get to roof by ladder (reason)

•

That is theology of glory;
desire to know God’s own
glory while ignoring distance
between us

•

An attempt to make God in
our own image

•

Theology of the cross in divine
revelation of the cross

There God is seen in weakness, in suffering, as a
stumbling block. This means that God acts in a
radically different way than we would expect. In the
cross, God destroys our preconceived notions of
divine glory. When we know God in the cross, we
must set aside our previous knowledge of God, that
is, all that we thought we knew by means of reason
or of the inner voice of conscience. What we now
know of God is very different from the easily
assumed knowledge of a theology of glory.
(Gonzalez 50)

Luther’s Theology:
Law and Gospel
•

God is known in both law and
gospel; no dichotomies

•

God speaks both law
(judgment of sin; God is holy
we are sinful) and forgiveness
making surprising good news

•

This dialectic means the
Christian is both sinful and
justified; we are justified even
while we are sinners

Luther’s Theology:
Church and Sacraments
•

Community of believers;
mother church important - we
are priests to each other

•

Within life of the church the
Word of God comes to us
through sacraments (instituted
by Christ and physical sign of
promise of gospel)

•

Only two: baptism and
communion

Luther’s Theology:
Church and Sacraments
•

Baptism sign of believer’s death
and resurrection

•

Makes members of body of
Christ

•

Baptism and faith closely tied
together

•

Faith not human work, initiative
is God’s why church baptize
infants who are not able to
understand what is taking place

•

Baptism is valid throughout life

Luther’s Theology:
Church and Sacraments
•

Communion; should not have
private masses, not a repetition
of sacrifice Calvary, attending
mass doesn’t have merit,
opposed to transubstantiation
and reservation

•

Maintained Word remained
visible in communion as centre
of Christian worship

•

How Christ is present in
communion continues to have
debate

Luther’s Theology:
Two Kingdoms
•

God has established two
kingdoms: one under law and
one under gospel

•

State under law to set limits
on human sin and its
consequences

•

Believers under gospel; don’t
expect state to support
orthodoxy

•

True faith should only impose
itself by power of the Word

Confessions
1. Why is it important to knock at
scripture's door?
2. What's the diﬀerence between
God being the origin of creation
and creation emanating from
God?
3. Do we have access to the mind
of the scripture writer? How
does answering this impact the
way we dialogue with others
around scripture?
4. What should be excluded even if
it's true?

