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Charles G. Finney on slavery:

■ “It is the church that mainly supports this sin [of 
slavery]… Let Christians of all denominations 
meekly but firmly come forth, and pronounce 
their verdict, let them clear their communions, 
and wash their hands of this thing; let them give 
forth and write on the head and front of this great 
abomination, SIN! And in three years, a public 
sentiment would be formed that would carry all 
before it, and there would not be a shackled 
slave, nor a bristling, cruel slave driver in this 
land.” 
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DISPENSATION – a distinctive way in which 
God manages or arranges the relationship of 
human beings to Himself
■ of innocence (Gen 1:1–3:7), prior to Adam's fall;  
■ of conscience (Gen 3:8–8:22), Adam to Noah;  
■ of government (Gen 9:1–11:32), Noah to Abraham;  
■ of patriarchal rule (Gen 12:1–Exod 19:25), Abraham to 

Moses;  
■ of the Mosaic Law (Exod 20:1–Acts 2:4), Moses to Jesus;  
■ of grace (Acts 2:4–Rev 20:3), the current church age; and  
■ of a literal, earthly 1,000-year Millennial Kingdom that has 

yet to come (Rev 20:4–20:6) 



Distinctive teachings:

■ that God Works with humans in distinct ways 
(dispensations) through history 

■ that the Church is unique – completely different from what 
came before 

■ that God has a distinct plan for Israel apart from the Church 
■ that the Bible, especially predictive prophecy, needs to be 

interpreted literally 
■ not just spiritual interpretation for the Church or for the 

individual 
■ that Christ will come in glory to reign on earth for 1000 

years – premillennialism 



Early Dispensational chart  
of the End Times - 1897
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Article XIV of the 1878 Niagara Bible 
Conference Creed:
■ "We believe that the world will not be converted 

during the present dispensation, but is fast 
ripening for judgment, while there will be a fearful 
apostasy in the professing Christian body; and 
hence that the Lord Jesus will come in person to 
introduce the millennial age, when Israel shall be 
restored to their own land, and the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord; and that this 
personal and premillennial advent is the blessed 
hope set before us in the Gospel for which we 
should be constantly looking." 
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Moody Bible Institute

"I tell you what I want, and what I have on 
my heart. … I believe we have got to 
have gap-men, men to stand between 
the laity and the ministers; men who are 
trained to do city mission work… They 
have got to know the people and what 
we want is men who know that, and go 
right into the shop and talk to men."



IV. Influential Leaders 

A. Cyrus I. Scofield (1843-1921) 
B. Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899) 

-converted in 1855 
-moved to Chicago 
-teamed up with Ira D. Sankey (1840-1908) 
-started Moody Bible Institute 
-engaged in evangelism in England – 1872-73 
-conducted evangelistic campaigns in the United 

States



“I look upon this world as a wrecked vessel. God has given 
me a lifeboat and said to me, ‘Moody, save all you can.’” 


