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Season of Lent

Day 37


Matthew 26:6–13 
6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an 
alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at 
the table.

8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. 9 “This 
perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”

10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a 
beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have 
me. 12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly I 
tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be 
told, in memory of her.”

Reflection 
Having journeyed with Jesus over Lent, is it any wonder that the poor and disenfranchised 
loved him? That love now overflows as he sits in the home of a person with the moniker “the 
leper.” A woman comes and bathes him in expensive perfume. Jesus receives this devotion as 
beautiful and describes it as preparation for burial. Perhaps he knows what is in this woman’s 
heart; that she has understood what the other disciples have missed, namely that Jesus is to 
die. What is amazing to me is that no honour is kept from Jesus. When he is taken down dead 
from his cross and laid in a tomb, it is hurried before the sabbath. As a result the women who 
were going to prepare his body for burial had to wait until the next day but when they arrived 
he was risen. This unnamed woman does for Jesus what these other “closer” women wanted 
to do. God is the God of details!


Of course, the disciples have been listening to Jesus and he’s just finished speaking about 
caring for the poor; sheep and goats! So they are piously outraged! They have also missed 
what Jesus has been saying about his death. Jesus’s claim that “the poor you will always have 
with you,” is not an excuse to ignore the poor. Rather it is a promise. As Stanley Hauerwas 
reminds in his commentary on Matthew, Jesus is the poor. Therefore, what this woman has 
done is for the poor. That is also the point of the parable: what you have done for these you 
have done for me (or not done as the case may be). Her devotion to Jesus by expending her 
wealth on the poor is our model. The church’s wealth is for the poor even as it is given in 
worship to Jesus.


This is a challenging word for us because the poor, in our life, is the responsibility of the 
government not the church. For many of us we would like to change Jesus's phrase to “the 
poor you don’t need to have with you.” But, Jesus ties the two together: if we abandon the 
poor we abandon Christ. There is an irony that this woman is nameless but her deed is to be 
famous. Perhaps this woman is the church. Perhaps we are called to be a nameless person 
caring for Christ in the poor.


Prayer 
Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! May we honour you through our 
commitment to the poor and disenfranchised in our midst. May we always have the poor with 
us, so we may always have Christ with us. Amen.


