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Introduction

to Advent

At Northview Community Church we follow the Church 
Calendar as a discipleship tool. This is an intentional 
way to live our lives personally and corporately within 
the larger story of God’s creation and renewal of all 
things in Jesus Christ; our stories are storied within 
God’s Story.


Advent begins the church calendar, and so begins that 
story in a posture of hopeful waiting for God to act in 
renewal. “Advent” means “the coming” and refers to the 
four weeks of preparation for the coming of Jesus on 
Christmas Day and anticipation of his coming again to 
finally renew all things.


During Advent disciples of Jesus pray, wait, hope, 
serve, and prepare for Jesus to come again.


The Advent Wreath 
The Advent Wreath symbolizes and looks back over 
approximately 4,000 years of waiting for a saviour 
between Adam and Jesus. This time of waiting is 
marked with longing and therefore hope. So, the wreath 
is a circle of evergreen branches, which symbolize 
God’s eternity.


Around the wreath are four candles, representing the 
four weeks of Advent and their themes. Three of the 
candles are purple, which is a “penitential” colour. They 
remind us to pray for forgiveness and new life even as 
we serve others. These three candles mark out the 
themes: hope (week 1), peace (week 2), and love (week 
4). The third week of Advent is marked by a pink candle 
symbolizing the theme of joy.


Preparing for Advent 
Why don’t you take time this week to purchase or make 
an Advent wreath for your home? As you get it ready 
and set up in a prominent place, why don’t you pray, 
asking God to prepare your heart to participate in this 
season of joyful waiting and penance? Then use this 
guide each day to engage in Advent worship!




